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Course Description  
 
 
 
 

Different Perspectives on Illustration 
Exploring the art of South Asia and the Middle East 

 
 

Dates Tuesdays 5, 12, 19 and 26 September; 3 and 10 October 2017 

Times 18.00–20.30  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre 

Level All levels  

Class size Maximum 16 participants 

 
 

Course description  

Celebrate South Asian Year of Culture creatively, with our six-week practical exploration of art and book 

illustration from the region. The British Library holds a world-renowned collection of miniature paintings, 

and the breathtaking examples on display in our Treasures Gallery will be our starting point for creating 

our own colourful and enigmatic illustrations – informed by centuries of artistic development.  
 

You’ll become familiar with the distinct spatial and decorative approaches used by artists in the 

region, and employ similar techniques and painting styles to create your own portraits and populated 

scenes. We’ll also look at complementary examples of painting from the Middle East and consider 

how these, together with South Asian painting traditions, relate and differ to Western European 

artistic approaches. You’ll learn how to use a range of drawing and painting materials to spectacular 

effect, including gouache and ink and watercolour, and consider how centuries-old techniques 

continue to be vibrantly employed in contemporary illustration around the world. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Week 1: Introduction and portrait images 

We’ll begin our course by exploring the stunning collections on display in our Treasures Gallery, 

giving us an opportunity to see and discuss the techniques and methods employed by South Asian 

and Middle Eastern artists. Back in our studio we’ll begin our first practical exercises, developing 

drawn portrait images inspired in particular by the 17th- and 18th-century Mughal paintings seen on 

display. You’ll learn how artists of this period created such astonishing works, and employ their 

drawing techniques in your own work. 

http://www.bl.uk/courses


 

 2 

 

Week 2: Space and place 

In our second week we’ll consider the spatial techniques that artists from our chosen regions 

employed to create a sense of place. We’ll guide you through the different drawing systems used, 

how interior and exterior spaces were pictorially described – and relate these to Western European 

techniques such as perspective. We’ll introduce collage into our work, and combine this with our 

new-found approaches to drawing. 
 

Week 3: Painting a patterned world 

We’ll broaden our range of materials in week three. You’ll learn how to use gouache paint effectively, 

and experiment with different paper textures. Our aim in this session is to created vibrant populated 

scenes that combine descriptive elements with decorative ones – a method particularly evident in 

Persian miniatures from the 15th and 16th centuries.  
 

Week 4: Then and now 

In our fourth session we’ll look at how some of the techniques and approaches seen in previous 

weeks are still being employed by illustrators around the world today. Using photographic reference 

to help us, we’ll create our own studies of contemporary situations and architectural spaces using 

gouache paint and collage, and introduce other materials such as ink and watercolour. 
 

Week 5: Preparing to illustrate 

In week five, emphasis will shift towards our immediate environment. Using the knowledge and skills 

we’ve learnt so far, we’ll create an image inspired by the British Library building and the people within 

it. This session is about preparation, so we’ll spend the majority of time exploring and sketching in 

public spaces before developing our ideas in the studio, making decisions about style, materials and 

method that will inform our final week’s work.  
 

Week 6: The decorated Library 

In our final session we’ll bring our decorated Library space to life using the full range of techniques 

and materials explored throughout the course. By the end of the session, you’ll have a fully-realised 

illustration, informed by centuries of artistic development in South Asia and the Middle East.  

 
 

Tutor 

This course is led by Sion Ap Tomos. Sion is an illustrator, designer and educator. A graduate of 

Central Saint Martins and the Royal College of Art, he has been teaching drawing and illustration for 

15 years at various institutions including Central Saint Martins, House of Illustration, the National 

Portrait Gallery and the Design Museum.  

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. A willingness to experiment with different media and techniques will help you get the 

most from this course. 

 

Equipment and materials  

Please bring an A4 cartridge paper sketch pad (recommended 130gms paper) on which to work each 

week, preferably with detachable pages. All other materials will be provided. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated start time. 

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided at each session. 

 
 


